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FOREWORD 



'"^'^ N PLACING this llltle booklet lu the hnnds o£ the friends 
f I • arouiiil BlalriG aiul llutiter, at the very bcgluuing the writer 
would lilte to have it clearly understood that he does not 
wish to pose as nu author, or In any sense to place hlinselt 
lu the distinguished position o£ an historian, and he would 
also like to say that he does not aim to produce anything great, or to 
publish something that might be styled cither systematic, prismatic, 
pnoumatic, or even dramatic. All this he has decided, and he thinks 
wisely so, to leave In the hands of a more gifted and distinguished 
Bcribo. - ' • 

What he does aim to do. Is simply to give a brief outline ot the 
lives of the early settlers ot Ulaiuo and Hunter; to gather up and if 
possibly frame some of the pioneer life of. the towiislilps Le Roy and 
Manchester so that In the days to come the men and women who 
have done and dared, cleared the bush, and laid the foundations of 
our present prosperity, may not be forgotten, but that their names 
may be continually kept in the place they deserve and forever be 
enshrined in the hearts ot tlie present and coming generations. It 
might bo well to note that while the writer of this sketch Is deeply 
Indebted for some of his Information to former records, principally 
"Past and Present of Boone County," and to the "History of Metho- 
dism," by llev. A. T). Field, yet most of tlio Items, espoctalfy those 
"tfiainiie local, have Been gleaued from an original source and have 
not heretofore been published. They have como red-hot from the lips 
of those who themselves were pioneer settlers and eye-witnesses of 
■what occurod. 

Tiie townships of Le Hoy and Manchester occupy the extreme 
northern part of the slate ot Illinois. The name Illinois Is derived 
from mini, a Delaware word which means "superior" man. The term 
was very appropriately apiilled to the primitive inhabitants. The 
Illinois Imlians who occupied one ot Uio most fertile spots of the stalo 
— the Valley of the Mississippi — wore disllngulslied for their groat val- 
or and prowess. U was only after many years of ))roud resistance, and 
when from tlic lavages of war llieir ranks had grown thin, their 
place was taken by their surionndin!; rivals. "Starved llock," on the 
Illinois River, marks Uic spot of the last great tragedy ot their 
existence. Tradition says that here, after <an heroic struggle, the 
entire tribe succumbed lo the enemy, deaUiXrathcr than suri'ender to 
their conquering foes. 



ADVKirnSIO.MlSNTS. 



JOHN E. HOUSTON I 

I The Old Reliable and Up-To-Date I 



f Has long- been and still continnes to be alive to the t 
% ■ interests of his friends and patrons, | 



o 



I Everything Required Always in Stocl<. All 'Phone Orders 

% , a'liJ Calls Promptly Executed. Y 

^ • HOUSTON'S REPUTATION AND GUARANTEE * 

^ ARE AS FORCEFUL AS EVER. * 



J? .S5 J* 



t Both -Phones. , Call Either Houston or Rosraan. | 

417 E. Grand Ave. BELOIT, WIS. | 




f BUY THAT t 



t 
<> 

<y 

•0 
O 

if 



PIANO 



..OF... 



I J. H. PHELPS 

I ' SHARON, WIS. 



^ . And get a "SQUARE DEAL." '- -* 

<>..■''>. ' ❖ 

* ANY GRAnii;— P,-oni Kaolory to Fireside Direct. t 

j, I-owest Po.s.sil)lo Piicwi. Ciish or 'J'inio. ■ ^ 

X Toloi)lioiio No. fili. X 

o- Z 



HISTORY. 



The first white man to set a foot on Illinois soil was a Frenchman 
, .■ name d Nicholas Perrot. Mn the year 1671 Perrot was sent to Chicago 
as an agent of the Canadian government to call a great peace con^ 
ference of "Western Indians at Green Bay. Two years later the cele- 
brated explorers, Marquette and Joliet, paid a yisit to Illinois. Their 
history is too well known to be repeated. It will be remembered that 
they were sent by the French government o£ Canada to discover the 
Mississippi, Marquette was a French Jesuit priest. He was. a man of 
great zeal and devotion la extending the Eoman Catholic religion 
among the Indians. On the bank of Superior Lake, in 1673, he was 
joined by Joliet. By the way of Green Bay and the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers they entered the Mississippi which they explored to the mouth 
of the Arkansas and returned by the way of the Illinois and Chicago 
rivers to Lake Michigan, thus opening up the way for succeeding 
footsteps. The first real occupation of territory in Illinois was effected 
by La Salle seven years after the visit of Marquette and Joliet, Above 
the Niagara Falls, La Salle constructed a vessel called "The Griffin," 
sailed to Green Bay, thence in canoes to the mouth of the Joseph 
river, reached the Illinois In January of 1680, and at the lower end 
of Peoria Lake erected Fort Crevecoeur, the place where the city of 
Peoria now stands. But although the territory embraced in the state 
of Illinois was occupied by the French under La Salle as early as 
1680, it was not until over a century afterwards that any serious 
consideration -was given . to the colonization of the country by the 
white people. About the beginning of the last century the attentions 
otl'ihe older states began to be attracted to- the rich prairies and fertile 
sPiAs of the "Prairie State." Emigrants from the states of Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina, came this way, and settled- 
down to make, what they were then pleased to call, "a home.'' • As- the 
great fertility and productiveness of the soil became known, it was 
looked upon from one end of the country to the other as a very para- 
dise. For many years tl\% settlements in Illinois were confined to the 
lands along the rivers aid the southern part cf the state. But about 
the year 1832-33 the be^tiful valleys of Fox and Rock Rivers began to 
attract attention, and f tide of immigration set in, bringing with It ' 
settlers from many ^jfew England and Middle states. These Immi- 
grants brought with taem the thrift, economy.'and enterprise that had 
enabled them and thej^ fathers to make a living among the rocks and 
timbers, the hillsides 'and mountain peaks of their native states. It is 
in part from men of this type that "Little Boone" and the townships • 
under consideration have been made what they are — a land of milk 
and honey. About three quarters of a century ago the eight town- 
ships covering the. terrttory now called Boone County, was a wilder-/ 
ness, but soon the rich soil beckoned a friendly fiand \j3 open up her 
resources. In 1835 a few settlers found their way~to"the place now 
called Belvidere.. At that time the counties of Joe Davis and Cook 
were outlined. They extended from the lake on the east, to the 
Mississippi on the west. "Winnebago County also had its birth In 
1835. It was in the following session of legislature in the year 1836-37 
that "wee" Boone presumed to take a place upon the map of the 
globe. It was then twenty miles long and eleven miles wide, and in 
this respect it stands unaltered. But what a number of other changes, 
have taken place. -Its brawny face, how different— Its -appearance." 
Then a skeleton — now a "fully-fledged If not abnormal individuality. 
Then a wilderness, now a garden of beauty. The wild prairies. of the 
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S-yest- have eTfeiywhere been transformed Into a paradise and made to 
Iftlossom as a rose. ^From north, to south, from east to west, prosperity 
•^abounds. -Almost .every house Is a palace and of the whole locality It 
.iHiay In truth he said, what was said of old: "This indeed is the land 
■ jtf promise.' ^^■.^■vi:5;V£■-^:;■:^J!■ ' 
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- ■■" ; • LEROY 

";: ? Under the old-time regulations the three present townships of 
Le Roy, Boone and Caledonia were known as Beaver precinct. At an 

• ■ early date Le Roy was designated and known as Lambertstown, proba- 
vbly called after the La mbert bro thers, who were among the first to 
■' •make a home in the community. The declining years of the thirties 

• were memorable in the making up of what we now call Blaine. It was 
in 1836 that three or four families, having said good-bye to the 
friends and relatives in the east, and in pursuit of a new home, set 

• their faces toward the west, making their way as best they could 
by their primitive traveling methods. , Some coming by caravan, often 
content to follow the trail of the Indian — some coming partly by water 
and partly by land — at last found a place, to rest on what they then 
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christened "Round Prairie," and here amid the haunts of Indians, they 
dug out and built for themselves what they. were pleased to 'designate 
"a home," Of these families, my information is that the first settlers 
on the ]5rairie were John and Gibson Wright. It Is said that In the 
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ci'lSs^^"' 1835 a man named' John Langdon. widi his. wife and family 
•ijg'isifi?-^.*"®'^ °° southeast comer of Long Prairie, and here they built 
•Vi^.'*?®. first cabin In the township. In the fall of 1837 Mrs. Langdon died 
^-5>ta;^i^d was burled In the .comer of the grove. This wasTEefirer death 
<?°9"red amongst the new settlers. Mr. Langdon had a brother 
fijSSSSyS'- "^11° came, about the same tlme.-and this Mr. Langdon was 
■•:4--#.ugrandfather.t6 Mrs.^E. McCollum. But the first aotuarTetUefs on 
?''^We, wereyffi'e Wright_broiiers^ John_andJJibson. John 
. ."•v..m.ade a claim where the Hammo n^ horae is now situated, and^here he 
■'^,;,>:l)ullt the first house ln~'the community. Miss Sarah Wright, the 
•,:.-'.:Cdaughter of. John Wright, was the first white woman to cook a meal on 
• .V Round Prairie. It might be of interest, especially to the politicians 
;of this town, to state that the first election carried out in the precinct 
was held in this home in August, 1837. John Wr ight, James B. Lam- 
iS§J^_25-'^_Al?£n Carpenter were judges of the election. "Only" twelve 
votes were polled, but the' polls were not closed until late in the even- 
ing and It was -well on towards moming of the next day before the 
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votes were counted and the tally sheets made out. John Wright and 
P'ames B^ Lambert were elected Justices of the ■ PeliceTand Gibson 
Wright and Alfred Chamberlain were chosen constables. Gibson 
Wright lived for a while on part of the farm now owned by Mr. Becji,'- 
and after some time settled down on the place where Mrs. WTiiErnow 
lives. Mr. Wright was one of those who went to thefixSTlir defense 
of the union in the war of '61-'6o. He joined the Ninety-fifth Illinois 
and passed through the battle of Nashville. Mr. Wright was married 
to Mls3_C. M. Hayden, our. Mrs. Wright of foaay, aSH'we think that 
herels about the most apprlpriate place to say a word or two about 
this mother In Israel. Everyone who knows anything about Mrs. 
■ fright knows there Is 'nothing she abhors more than praise" df 
notoriety, but we think It is not befitting that such a life of usefulness 
should be allowed to pass unnoticed. It would be impossible to tabu- '. 
late all the good thlngs_Mr3,^rlght has done In the community. It Is 
not exaggeration to say that there Is scarcely a home for miles around 
rthat 'has not, In some way or other, been helped by this beneflcient 



• hand. She is the friend of the needy— a friend to the pastor and the 
"church— a friend to everybody. With "Uncle_Johri," who is equally 
i unselfish, and of wnom -we have aTKtleTo^say rateFon; she has gone 
-'. from home to home as our doctor, carrying to the sick not only healing 
T..' di-aughts for the body, but has taken a deep interest in everything 
^^that goes to build up a community, filling the place of school director, 
2 Sunday school superintendent, president of the Woman's Foreign 
V Missionary Society. Steward of the church, collector for the pastor's 
'. salary and many other offices, all of which have been carried out in a 
. way that could scarcely be equalled by anyone else, and what has 
■ graced all her efforts; she does her work in that spirit of meekness 
and humility, that has always characterized and crowned the noble 
life. Mrs. W right has given to this community two sons, Mr. Clayton 
Wright of Blaine, and Mr. Frank_ Wright of CUntonr~as"weirasr 
children living elsewhere^ loth~are weil known as men of breadth 
and height of intellect and physique, as well as citizens of the 
highest type. , . . 



HAMMON. 

Next in order we meet with the name. of Hammon, a family of long 
and noted standing and one of the early few to make a home in the 
vicinity. In 1836 Levi Hammon. grandfather to the present Mr. L. W. 

came from the east and settled In the northwest side of t£e 
_Beok Comers, and here in April, 1838, the first sermon preached in 
the township was delivered by the Rev. L. S. Walker of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. The_M!^_Hammon of todayTwhcTUves a little east 
of Blaine Comers, owns one of the best farms and most commodious 
homes in the county. He i.<! a prominent citizen and for a number of 
years has taken an active part in the political world, (needless to say, 
pulling on the republican side), as well as in the- general welfare of 
the township. At present he holds the offices of supervisor, school 
director, and other places of importance. Mr. .H ammon was married 
to Miss B attle Schellenger. daughter of Ca ptain Schell enger. a volun- 
teer in the Ninety-Fifth niinois Infantry7who served throuiE the war. 
He left home with the commission ot lieutenant, and when Captain 
Cornwe ll was killed, Captain Schel lenger assumed ccramand and" sue" 
cessfully led his men from the field. Previous to beiug discharged he 
was commended for bravery and efficiency. - Mrs. Hammon stands 
second to none as the maker of a home. If yoijSJ^nb't' it all you have 
got to do Is to step in some time and see for yMrself, and all the 
better if you go at meal time. But it is not onlyTfc^the home that 
Mrs. Hammon excels. She is one ot the most untirlna'^nd infatigable 
workers in connection with the church. There have b^en born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ha mmon two children, Mabel, who for the ^past six ye^" 
has given unstinte'H' and gratuitou3"service to the church in the capacTfy 
of organist, a place she. has filled with marked ability, jand Ray, who 
gives exceptional promise of being a violinist of no mean order ' 

i' 

CHAMBERUAIN. - / }" " 

Contemporary with the coming of the two famili/g mentioned, we 
are privileged to greet the family name of Chamberlain, one of the 
oldest and best known la the community and one, like the other two, 
that still survives. Joseph Chamberlain, father to Mr. Le- Roy e! 



Chamberlain , was a native of Delaware county, New York. In 1813 
he was born of wealthy parents who formerly lived in Battleboro, Vt 
Hl 3 father died In early life and in the fall of 1836 the widow and four 
J-Bons, Carman, Alf r ed, Lewis and Joseph moved west and located in 
■the vicinity of Romid Prairie. In 1839, Jose ph was married to Miss 
\Sanie P. Hovey. ' Mrs. Chamberlain was a meniber o£ the first class 
cineeting ever organized, around Blaine and was a lady much respected. 
fShe still lives in Capron at the ripe old age of eighty-four. After his 
'marriage,_Jlr^ Chamberlain settled down on a claim of one-half section 
;.of government land, and to him '-oinnga the honor of being the first 
man to build a frame house in the city of Kockford. He was a hard 
working, Industrious man and by prudent management accumulated a 
handsome property. On the 4th of November, 1891, when seventy-eight 
years of age, he said good-bye to this world, leaving a family of four 
sons and six daughters, two of whom died In infancy. The only one 
living in this immediate locality is our noted Justice of the Peace, Mr. 
L. B. Chamberlain, who lives on the comers at Blaine. In addition 



to filling the office of magistrate he takes a great part in politics, being 
a strong prop to the republican party, a member of the Odd Fellows, 
a prodigious reader, a man of more than ordinary knowledge and 
ability. Mrs. Chamberlain. ' who comes of high parentage, was for- 
merly Miss Kittle, Brett_ of Whitewater, Wis., sister to Mr. Charles 
BretVGapron. She was married to Mr. Chamberlain In 1881 and to 
'thert have been born five children, Maude E., Harry, Selah, Le Roy 
and Floyd. . ~" — ~ 



. LAMBERT. 

One authority says that the first claims made In or around Round 
Prairie were made by Jeremiah A. and James B. Lambert, two 
brothers who made th'elr way here'iiTth'e faU of 1836. Whether^flils Is 
true or not we cannot say, but one thing we do know, that they were 
among the very first to visit the home of the Indians in this locality. 
Jeregjaht.^ lived on the farm now owned by_^j\^[2ndman, and James 
B. took up his abode where Mr, Robert Smith now lives, 'and after- 
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wards on the place now worked by Mr. A. Ludeman, a man who 
makes the most out of every minute and every article toThe advantage 
of the owner, Ito^jldaLaraberi "W alley Lambert, our esteemed 
mall carrier on r6ute~thfeeTKm'^prcSrii""a'^n^ o B. Lambert 

and it may be said there could be no better man "onTEe"waISnff7 
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Lambert Is painstaking, 'punctual and obliging, and while loyal In 
every 'way to' TJnole Sam, he does everything in his power to meet the 
wishes of those on his rounds, and discharges his duty to the satis- 
faction of all. In Mr. Lambert combine all the qualities that go to 
make up an ideal mall carriefT^' • -.^ . ■ 

.'i^-,:. / , v.{; (^n- ^ ^. ' '] .., 

" ' ^ •S"*'AN NESS, /."' /•'■'v'^^-- 

,_Rgy. James Van Naas, a devoted Baptist preacher, was also a 
comer oTThe thirties. As well as being an expositor of the word, he 
was a tiller of the soil, perhaps principally because it was necessary 
to be such, as the population then was very sparse. He lived on a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres which is now a portion of the 
holding owned by Mr. John McClure, a son of the Emerald Isle, a 
hard working and industrious fajSer. The devoted labor of Mr. 
'y'an_Nes3^ in the Master's Kingdom was very much appreciated. While 
meiT sought a home on earth he continually and faithfully pointed 
them to the home above. His parish was a wide one, and after a life 
of usefulness this man of God passed to his final reward at Eockton, 
Illinois. 



HAYDEN. ■ 

At a very early date, perhaps as early as 1835, a visit was paid to 
this pp.rt of the new country by one whose name has ever since been 
preserved, and one that is held in high esteem in the community — 
the name JHa;^den^ The first of the family to come was Mr. Ormond 
Hayden, who left Ohio and landed here about 1835, This JjIr._Haxde^ 
was chosen as one of the constables at the second election everhelS" 
in the precinct. It is said, one reason why he was chosen was 
because he was owner of the only horse in the township, and that 
was a brindled ox. The ox had been broken to the saddle and was a 
fast trotter, making 3:20 in the slough. A little after the coming 
of Ormond Hay den came his brother, A^_S^JHaj;den, and in 1842 settled 
down at the~place'we now call the '^Surf'^Oak?'^ As immediate de- 
scendants of Mr ^A. 3. Hayden we have with us, in addition to Mrs. 
C. M. H . WrightT already'reyerred to, Mr. O rmond Hayden and/ "Uncle 
'^ojin"'Tiayden. ~The former is possessor ot a "nlce'Sonie and farm of 
Tand about a mile east of the Beck Corners, and to him we are Indebted 
for a good deal of the Information contained In this publication, and 
here publicly the writer was to offer a word or two of thanks to Ux.^ 
Hayden. Again and again he has be'en questioned and cross ques-- 
tloned "about this and that home, who lives in it now, etc.? Tetr- 
unreluotantly and with the best grace he has turned over' the pages 
of his mental note-book and given freely of his tmpublished but valu- 
able records. Already we have mentioned the name of "Uncle John" 
Hayden, but to mention all the good things that could be said of him 
would take some time and space. Perhaps one of the best things we 
could say is: "He is the friend of the children." There is not a 
girl or boy for miles around that does not know, in a practical way, 
that "Uncle John" Is alive. He is thoroughly acquainted with Santa 
Clau3~ai5d" every year, no matter how far he has to go, makes It his 
business to be sure and meet this gentleman. Sometimes it involves 
going to either Belolt, Sharon, Capron or Belvldere, very often to all 
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these places, but no matter how "XJacle John" ha<5 tn ^mv^i v>= !o », 
to meet "Sauty " and needless to s-a^TTOe L st ^hlzn "Sa^S" 

thinking "discretion the better part of yalor," quickly obeys and as a 

to^^^TTT^'' ^ smIlVand the bugg^ 

mied to^iluS^ capacity. *TJnqle_John" not only serves thi 
Chi dren, but he has served his "^SStFynburlng the struggle of the 
sixties, when the call came for men to shake off the yoke of slavenf 

steoTd Tth"' ^l"' '"■""^'^ leaving'the home t eT 

stepped to the line and went forward to wipe off the great blot that 
stained our national life. He joined the Tenth Wisconsin Infant:^ 
^aw a good deal of active military life and In the battle of PerrJ^ll^' 

^Tf^' ^"r*"''' ^ ''''''' '^'^'^^ ^"11 him todTaid 

will perhaps as long as he lives, the honorable scars of heroic 
service. Long live '^BSleJohn" Is the cry of many an Indebted heart 

STREETER. 



(nrn.H= nf f ^° f "^^^^i^nt that Wears so long or bids defiance to the 
Inroads of time than the one set up In the hearts of men, and no better 
way to bring this about than to do something worth dilng Perhaps 
no name comes nearer to the hearts of some, or will be longer remem- 

thTf, * %"'fv.' °' '""^ ^^^^""^ '""^y J^^'P^d ?o brig^bt^n 

the lives of those around, them. About the year 1838, William and 
J^^. fleeter, brothers, made their way to Round PralriTIST^ttled 
-^SwE on the northwest of Blaine Comers, near to Mr. Chamberlain's 

days most Methodist people passed through the struggle that some 
churches are going through now, the question of admitting Instru- 

Zm? ^''^V^^ ^'""^^ exempt from 

deciding the question, but meanwhile Wllllara Streeter took the place 
of organ, organist and choir. He ^'TilHSTHnger and for a 
number of years took the lead In this very Important part of God's 
- work and thus won a permanent place In the hearts of many In 
those dajs, when there was no parsonage, the Streeter home was tte 
home of the preacher. «. 



WALKER. 

, J^2ItiiiAWalker_of the Methodist Episcopal church, as we have 
already seen, preached the first sermon ever delivered In the com- 
munity. He was born In Claremont, N. H., April 24, 1800. At the age v. 
of nineteen he joined the Methodist church and In 1833, in Indiana he"" 

received license to preach. His first appointment was in Jonesboro; 

his second. In 1834, was Peoria, In 1837, Sycamore, and from that time 
every charge he filled was within the bounds of the Rock River con- 
ference. It was doubtless that when stationed at Rockford or Crystal 
Lake that he covered the ground around Blaine. Brother Walker was 
a man greatly owned of God and one much beloved by alTwEo knew 
him. Quoting from "Worthies and Workers," Rev. Field says- "It 
was thirty-eight years from his first labors 'till his last, and from his 
first appointment until his death— fifty-one years— fifty-slx years a 
christian, fifty-one a minister. In the pastorate he was much beloved 
and uniformly successful. No sacrifice the church demanded was too 
great. He cheerfully endured the privations in the days when the 



heroic band who constituted the R. R. conference at its beginning 
planned so wise y and so well and planted deeply and broadly the 
foundations of religious and civil liberty. He was, as well as an ardent 
christian, a dignified gentleman of spotless character. His last years 
were spent in feebleness, but all the time he never doubted, never 

l^o'Snnw,;.^ 'P'^'^ diary 

the following lines: "The sacred leaves of autumn are falling siowly. 
but each leaf is gUded with hope of glory." He p.-.ssed to his final 
reward at the home of his daughter, Melsena, Deoenber 13th 1SS4 
Brother Walker was uncle to the late liTrETSroCoUum, and for' some 
time lived on the farm now owned by Mr. Jesse Conyes. 



HURD. 



The first postofflce in the township was established In 1833, and 
was called Amazon." It was located in a log house on the southwest 
corner of section twenty-seven, near to MrjEugene Hovey's. Robert 
AH"£d yas the first postmaster and he held thTSfficJUStirEislSatH: 
abouD H49. At that time it cost twenty-five cents to get a letter 
There were no stamps and the money was collected from the 
addressee. In January, 1S45, another postofflce was established in the 
northwest part of the township and called Burtons' Corners. Benjamin 
P. Patton was appointed postmaster and held the office until the 
completion of the Chicago & North-Western Railway through Sharon 
Wis., when the office was removed to Sharon. In later years an office 
was established at Union Comers, (Blaine), and for the last few 
years was in charge o£ M^Jtancaster, but owing to rural free delivery 
the office was "bolished and Mr. Lancaster resigned 



HOVEY. 



,9-^-.3°,W,' grandfather to Mr^Eugene Hovey, was born in New 
England in 1S17. In 1S33 he movel weSt to "ohi'o; where he made his 
home for a few years, and about 1S3G-37 came to Iirnois and settled 
on a quarter section near where Mr. Andrew Suttle now resides He 
was a self-made man and well IHrorinecT on'TopTcs which interested 
the community. After emigrating to Illinois he was for many years 
justice of the peace. R^^R. Jovej;, his son, was married to Miss Sarah 
NorriSj who lived onTy a year after her marriage. His seconJIviTe 
^^sJiiSlJaSaig, daughter of Mr.^anieL Webster, New York Mr 
.5H25i_S23' esteemed neighbor, lives onSe place where he 
was hoFnTThe home is one of the nicest in the vicinity. Mr. Hovey 
has proved himself efficient and painstaking in promoting the growth 
and developing the resources of the old homestead. 

BAKER. 

About 1840, two brothers named _Baker, Ellas and J._S. made 
their home near to the place chosen by MrrkoveyT-rTe former who 
was father to Mr^^Guard Baker, lived near to where Mr. Blwanger 
now lives, and"the latter, who was hrother-in-law to MrsrST crHovey 
lived where _Mr. ^Andrew Suttle now resides. Both~"were" men'"of 
influence and uprlghtaess of c"Safacter. 

MUNGER. 

H. Munger, a settler oflheTater' thirties or early forties, kept a 
store on tEe°BTa'ine Corners. At first he lived where Mr. Ed. Farmer 
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now lives, but after a time moved to the Comers. One of his 
daughters became the wife of Rev. Wm. Cross, now pastor of the 
il. E. church, Poplar Grove. .. — ^' y^tui lae 

VAN DYKE. 

r..Jn,l/'^r^' "^""^ °^ thosel^^t have been perpetuated and 

Lrhl ?n ^ °"t -"^l^oit 1839 or '40, Cornelius Van Dyke. 

^'■'^^^'^.^^^^lll.J^RM^ settled on thelrislErhoSistlal 
ilFjJ^^.m^ was a straightforward, upright citizen and succeeded 
m maRmg a comrortable home in the wilderness. The present Mr 
'Bf-^r/°'J ''"'"'^ '"'"''"'^ reputation of their predecess%?? 
townsWp ''"P""^^' P^" tie ^o'^ial and other affairs of the 



JTOCKING. 

Yet another name must be brought into light before we finish 
the roll of the thirties. The name of Charles Stocking wlo cam^ 

^^BLT T °^ ParT^TTMFS-rl. owned by 

^■.m^^ He was a man of good qualities and much respected 



THE FORTIES. 



line T ^^l 1°°'^"''^^ '° "^'"'^^ ^nd cross over the 

me to the forties. Perhaps the first name to greet us in onP thVt 

ot )^:'^^'°.r^y^o<^y and Shan linger in the minds and thouS 
or the Blamites as long as time shall last. I mean the name of 
■^Iv^- brothers, _Ben3amin and Elijah who had 

made their way from the east, selectrrwiWn tFrbHfKFroT Rou^d 
"^'^ '''' ''^'^ ^l^ere, soon afterwards t^J 

made for themselves a home, ^.enjamin was bom in Lazeme o<^unty 

Pa^ ' sTst^r' ^fXTlJ'- '''f^'^'' married Miss Frances 
sister of ilr. John Parks, and for a number of yeaTm^id- 

^'nJ'ir^S^fl-^flgii-^ lives, and afterwards on^e Zt 
now owne<n)yJfn:Fred Myers. In early life .Mr. Bowman became a 
devoted member of the Methbdist society andTuHFrSrectioTof 
the present church his brother_Elljah and he were among the fori 

•Te r ^ ^''''"''f "^'^ ""^^ °- ^'^'^ says about themT 

a^.n n. T^^" laborrSriSveirThose days." He w^s 

fnr^n character and strong convictions and was unusually 

Bl.hon P ' '° ^ ''^"^"^ °^ ^'^^^'^^ Methodists 

JSiSSE Bo'ivman was his cousin and schoolmate. His brother Samuel ' 

rr^j'.^'Tf'l'' and was Ss-- 

tendent of the first school there. It was not only in the church Mr 
Bowman s influence was felt, but his energies were spent in many 

^° H '"""^ ^-^"^^ P^'-t i" anti-slavery 

struggle and gave five sons and one son-in-law to the Union side in 
the war of the sixties. Three of these soldier boys lie in the Blaine 
cemetery. When the war commenced there were but three sons old 
enough to go. These went and as soon as the other two were old 
enough they went also. When Elijah, a bright, christian boy, the first 
to die at the front, lay breathing his last, the father flew to his side 
but arrived only in time to bear the body back to a Round Prairie 
'''^L-??^™^^ passed away at Blaine on November IS 1884 
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He is gone but his Influence lingers. He is lost to sight, but bye and 
bye we shall meet him again. 

Eli j&h Bowman , brother to Benjamin , was also a man of means 
and integrity. He lived on the_Ellis farm where Jlr. Wincapaw now 
lives. Elijah was all that we have said about his brother Senjamin. 
He was father to Ada, who became the wife of Rev. G. L. S. Stuff, 
presiding elder in the M. B. church and father to the wife°of""our 
much respected citizen, Mr. Jo seph Lj jley; and also of Benjamin , who 
married ^Jiss _Katle E^ ery, a member's? one of the well known and 
highly esteemed families of the township. 

NOBLE. 

There is no family name in the township that has done more 
for the uplifting of the community or one more honored than that of 
Noble. In 1819, _Samuel__Noble, father of .Mr. John Noble , was bom 
in England. In 1842 he, in company with others, emigrated to 
America. A short time before leaving Yorkshire, Mr. Noble was mar- 
ried to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Wm. G o odall, buTThe^union was 
brief. On their way- to the new country Mrs. Noble died and was 
buried at sea. Afterward Mr. Noble married Miss' Diana Goodall, 
a sister to his former wife. In the~fall of 1842, _Mr. Noble camTfroni 
Oneida county, New York, making the trip by way of canal and lake 
to Chicago where, in company with his father-ln-law^ sfamily. they 
hired three teams to bring their household goods to tSe~country, 
being one week on the way. He made a claim to one hundred and 
twenty acres of land which is still in possession of the family. Since 
that time an adjoining farm has been added and the two farms make 
one of the most desirable places in the country. Mr. Noble was a 
great lover of music and in his younger days was~an~aScomplished 
player on the clarionet. He was extremely conscientious and of a 
retirmg disposition. Mi\ John Noble, eldest son of Samuel Noble, 
lives on the farm west oFtEe ord~hom6stead. He was first married 
^° MlSS: °^J£^.^^^'^y ^i^'i' '^^^ ^^^^^ death, to Miss 

M. Williams "wSo~has also passed "awayT Both were ladies of culture 
and refinement. Mr. Noble, who is now fifty-eight years old, has 
lived all his days in the locality and needless to say, possessing as he 
does an affable and genial spirit, has won for himself a small army 
of friends. For fourteen years he has occupied the office of school 
director and, having won his way into the confidence of the people, 
he has filled many places of trust to the satisfaction of all. Wesley, 
h's son, and Mrs. Noble, who is the daughter of Mr. Stephen WarrenT 
occupy the same home. They keep a beautiful home, are earnesl" 
workers in the cause of righteousness and truth. They are always 
anxious and ready to throw in their lot with everything that is good 
and goes to build up the community. 

GOO DALL. 

Largely connected with the former English family we have 
another of equal worth and standing. In the year 1S42, in company 
with Mr. Samuel Noble, there came to this country Mr. William 
.ijOO^aU, an2r~settlea"~Hown where JJr. Robert Goodall ""now " UTesT 
Since that time the name has taken deep root and spread until it 
now covers a large place in the community. Born to Mr. Goodall 
were three sons, Thom\s, Robert and "William, all of whom'^'wneH 
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farms around the old homestead. The two former are still living, 
own their farms, and are industrious and successful agriculturalists. 
William, who' was married to Miss Saluda, sister to Mr. Thomas 
Robbins, one of our former and much respected citizens, died some 
"yeaFs ago, leaving Mrs. Goodall to mourn his loss. There are now 
five different homes of the name all adjoining each other. Robert and 
Thomas already referred to. Joseph , a prominent man in the"town 
and son to Rob ert, is the owner of a neat and well kept place next 
door to his fatfier. Will iam, who is son to the late William Goodall, 
has one of the most modem houses in the county, 'a~photograpEr of 
which is given elsewhere, and jCharles, also a son to William, whose 
place is a little northwest of the former. ^ 

MILLA RD. 

Willia m R. Millard was born in Columbia county, Pennsylvania, 
July 1, 1813, and' is a son of Reese Millard, a native of -Berkshire Co., 
Pennsylvania. In 1832, William Millard came overland to Michigan, 
but on the death of his father he returned home and remained until 
1838. In the meantime he married Miss Moore, and in the fall of 
1S3S the young couple came to Illinois, stopping" at Dixon until the 
spring of 1841, when he came to this county and purchased eighty 
acres of government land. Within a few years he was able to add to 
his estate until he had two hundred and forty acres. To Mr. and ]jlTS. 
Millard were bom six children, Frances , Catherin e, now Mrs. Philip 
'^tall; " Dorcas, Eliza beth, who married Mr. D. H. J ones; Susan, the 
wife or Mr. ThQ^T^gobbins ; and Clarfn'da R., now" ^rs. Hiram Day 
of CaledoniaT~Bmmor~ECI'who married Miss Hattie. Livermo re of New 
York, and Mary "ST^arried to M r. C. B. Wlncapaw, an industrious 
and well to do EFmer in the town of Le Roy. Mr. Millard was a 
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal cliurcE~to~which his 
wife also belonged and of which body both were active workers. 



PARKS. 

One of the best known names in the whole district and one that 
is most associated with uprightness and sincerity, is the name of 
P arks . Samuel, a man widely known and highly respected, settled at 
'the~comers east of Blaine about the year 1842. For years, and in 
fact up to the present time, the place is known as Park 's Corners . 
Mr. Parks was a faithful and consistent church member, a local 
preacher, and in the days when leaders were few he stood loyally 
for the cause of Methodism. And not only in this did he take a 
stand, but in all the affairs of the towjiship that had as their object 
the establishment of good. Mr. Parks was brother-in-law to Mr. 
Benjamin Bowman. ~ ' 



CULVER. 

In 1841-42, three brothers named Culver made their way to this 
township and settled quite close to where Mr,_^I. Culver now lives. 
Their names were Hom er, Clarke and Henry. The present M. Culver, 
who is grandson to_Henry", is a hard-worSTng and indu3trio"us"7armer. 
He is well supported by Mrs. Culve r and two or three sons who are 
ready to do the work of" man "anZ help their father In every way 
they can. 
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WEBSTER. 



Another settler of '42 was Jonathan Webster, ^ho came to this 
county and settled on a home d^tS^elS^s Ardery farm, where 
^liGeorgeBoothby now lives. Mr. Webster waTHth^tn Mr Davm 
liSS'wTidmill."^'''^ " pateu-tir™ 



DANIEL. 



John Daniel was bom in Pennsylvania and removed to Ohio when 
tZmZT- f««,';/«^Wing many years in the "Buckeye" state, in 
llf Th . T accompanied by his wife and eight sins 

!,f"f,^^^7^'?:JZ£l£5,now resides. Mr. Daniel was identl 
af.t T^H I earlyWoFTorThS country. He -¥1^?"^-™ est Metho- 
dist and his voice possessed such remarkable sweetness and power 
that he was called "one of the sweet singers of Israel." He had a 
son Samuel, who was a minister in the Methodist church, and another 
We^rWho has been for over thirty years a practicing physician 
at Prior Iowa. The member of the family we know most about was 
Davi|, the pioneer shoemaker of Blaine. He came here in 1842 and 
cared for the feet of those who plowed the wilderness and looked for 
bread m the mother earth. He was a skilled workman and for fifty 
years followed his trade at Blaine. Mr. and Mrs. Daniel were the 
parents of five children. j Jartha , who^di^OrthSlirSrtwo • Lucy 
^'fs C.;aLeech, Denver; Mary, wife of _.M. F. Duy rea, I^' 
MomsH. and Parmelia, who became the wife of the iite D~G Web- 
sterTTSmerly of Blaine. .Mr. Daniel took a deep interest k" the wel t 
fare of Blame, for twenty years serving as justice of the peace and 
during all this time never had a decision reversed. 

J<LUMPH._ 

Three brothers, Josegh, Augustus and Alfred Klumph, made their 
K,^ 1°^ ? ^^''^ as-TEil^r lS4i7-They were sons of Mr 
JacobKlump h , a farmer living In Chautauqua county. New York 
^^ceiTTs ancestry to Germany. A few years later another brother 
Benson, came this way and established for himself a home in the 
same locality To this Mr^JCIum^eh, who has done excellent service 
m subduing the wilderness and bringing it to its present condition 
we are mdebted for the present generation. In direct descent we have 
Mr. Alex. Klumph, one of the valiant sons of blue, who at the call of 
his country joined the Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry and spent at the- 
^ont two winters and one summer in the defense of liberty Mr" 
Klumph, with his partner, who was Miss Elizabeth Cramer, a n£ti^ 
Of Ohio, although advanced in years, are^mhltnTfFiihTnd hearty 
ro them were born Joseph, an upright citizen, a lover of song and 
chorister of the churcFmusic, who lives on the old homestead '\ B 
who is the owner of a good and up-to-date farm, formerly bel^SiSi 
to Jjlr^ T. Marriet ; also JyIrS;_^rren_Woods, Mrs. Charles Yeoman 
and Mrs. Thomas Cockerill, all of whom with"their husbands are 
devoted and active members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

McCOLLUM. 

James AjJIcCollum was born in New Hampshire in the year 1803 
and in his early manhood came to Michigan where in 1832 he was 
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married to Miss Lu cretia Walker who, like, himself, was a native of 
the "Granite" state. After their marriage they resided in Indiana 
until the spring of 1836 when they removed to Illinois and settled on 
a farm near Sycamore, DeKalb county. About 184G, _Mr. and Mrs. 
McCollum came to Boone county and bought a farm"nean!nipron, 
"where >fr. A. Blwanger now lives. There were eight children, five 
girls and three boys. Two of the boys served in the union war. 
James A. enlisted in 1861 at Dixon as a memoer of the thirteenth 
iriinoIs"^iantry and was mortally wounded at L, Gap, Ga., in 1S63; 
adn was buried in the National cemetery at that place. Edwin E., 
who died only a couple of years ago, ' was a true type of~a"woHEy 
citizen. Straight, conscientious and upright, he was a man much 




JAMES MCCOLLUM 



respected, and like his father, was a faithful member of the II. E. 
church. He was not only regular in attendance, but ably supported 
financially and otherwise, Mr. Jvlc^ollum was one of the boys in blue. 
In 1861 he enlisted as a member "of Company P., Forty-flfth Illinois 
Infantry. He served eighteen months, with valor, and at the expira- 
tion of his term of enlistment was honorably discharged. In 1873, 
Mr. McCollum was married to Miss Clarissa Langdon , a family 
already referred to and one of the first! TTnoFthe^first settlers in the 
township. Mrs. McC ollum with her family, still lives in the locality. 
Delia , the eldest daughter was married to J!^^j_t::_^SS2ii * °' 
more than ordinary intelligence and who takes an active part in the 
business of the town. Edna now _Mr2^jraylor_ of Belvidere; Lillian, 
^ubX_^, _.and__Ra^__P:, all industrious" and intelligent members of 
society, and who follow closely in the footsteps of their honored pre- ^ 
decessors. ' 

VVOLLEY. 

Perhaps the first physician to practice about Round Prairie was 
Dr. B . M. Wolley, uncle to .Mr^_._E;_Hammon. In early days he was 
owner of""oneTundred and twenty acres of land a little east of Jlr. 
Beck's corners. He was an excellent doctor and much in demand by 
"airaround. Some years ago he passed away at Tama county, Iowa. 

PRINDLE. 

Another of those names that still live and are cherished in the 
hearts of many, is that of Prindle. Mr. John Prindle was a native of 
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Massachusetts and New York, respectively. He came west in 1S42. 
The first stop was at Kenosha, and from there he came to Boone 
county and settled on a tract of land taken from the government. 
The place is now in the hands of Mr. Stevens. To Mr. and M rs! 
Prindle were bom two sons and threellaughters. FranHIn^nllstld . 
in the Thirteenth "Wisconsin Infantry at the age of nineteen years, 
and had served but three months when he died of pneumonia; S. W.' 
living now in Belvidere, who is owner of the farm worked by'Mn"M! 
M. Oppedahl, a man who, in addition to being a farmer of the hiihest 
type, is a citizen of sterling qualities, upright character, and a con- 
sistent member and trustee of the Methodist church. Mr. Prindle is 
to be congratulated in having a man to look after his place who 
possesses so many admirable qualities. 



DULLAM. 



The name Dullam is too widely known to require a formal intro- 
duction. It is aTamlly of old and fond memories. Thos. Dullam came 
to Le Roy township in the year 1844, where in a shorFUme he 
succeeded in making a comfortable home, and since that time the 
name has spread and prosperity increased. Mr. Dullam was married 
*° JSi21.2£ZSiSF '° union were born six children. John, for 
a time lived on Long Prairie and then moved to Beloit^ where 
he died some years ago. WUll^H ''"'"^ ^ comfortable home a little 
south of Blaine Corners on the Downing farm, then went to Rockford, 
and a few months ago, when preparing for a new home in California, 
took suddenly ill and died. Luc y was the wife of Mr. John Bir d, who 
at one time was one of the mucTrespected Blainites an"d nowTK'es in 
Sharon, but Mrs. Bird has gone to her last resting place. Mary is 
wife to Mr. Jacob Shager_of Sharon, Wis., and Bessie is Mrs. Kenyon , 
who with her husband lives in Wisconsin. There~wefe also two other 
sons, Robert and George. The latter, who lived on the old homestead, 
is now a retired farmer living in Sharon, Wis. He is the owner of not 
only one, but several farms around Blaine. He is a man of thrifty 
and industrious habits and an upright, straightforward citizen. 



LAWSHE. 

Abram Lawshe was born in Pennsylvania in 1S06. In 1837 he 
moved with a horse team to Ohio, where he was ranked among the 
well to do citizens, Mr. Law she was married to Miss Hannah, 
daughter of Thomas_ and .EUzabeth_Parks, both of whomTTvid in tSe 
Buckeye state. Late in the forties they sold out and came west and 
after a journey of twenty-one days, settled in the town of Le Roy, 
and here followed the blacksmith trade. Mr. Lawshe was a man of 
upright character and one whose name is surrdunSed with happy 
memories. He was a consistent member o£ the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Blaine, and for a time was secretary of the quarterly con- 
ference. M r. W. C. Lawshe followed his father's business on the old 
place where Mr. Jess e War i^n now lives; after a time he sold the- 
larm and retired "to""Sharon. On one occasion he ran as prohibition 
candidate for the legislature and was only defeated by a small major- 
ity. Mr. Fuller Lawshe is a grandson to Mr. A. Lawshe. 
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ROBBINS. 



.M^ias Robbing was born in Columbus county, Pennsylvania, 
married Hiss Jarafa_gonder, and in :S20 moved to Ohio In tlie fail 
of 1848 lie came to lihnois, accompanied by seven of Ms children 
The eldest daughter followed in the year 1854. Mr. Robbins purchased 
forty acres of land in the town of Le Roy to'^^hiHThi^dded more 
and was soon possessor of one hundred and sixty acres His son 
Thomas was married to Miss Ama nda Creveiing, and to them were 
born two children; .Winiamjaussgir~a~"-hl^ight, intelligent and 
christian young man, who has gone home to his final reward and 
Bertha May, a talented and christian young lady, living with her 
father in Sharon, Wis. Mrs. Rob bins died November 5, 1873 and Mr 
5?1M51 <=^°^® Ws second wife Miss Susan, daughter of William 
Miyard;, already referred to. Mr. "gobg rnslived on the olTlarm 
until quite recently when he rented and moved to Sharon. When on 
the farm and even yet, he and his family take an active interest in 
the work of the M. B. churcn of which they are members. They were 
a people greatly respected and beloved, and when they left the com- 
munity, Blaine lost one of its best families. 



DODGE. 



Ar201d_Dodge lived on Long Prairie. He came here in 1845-46 
was owner of fifteen hundred acres of land, and a man o£ means His 
daughter was married to2rr:_Pe3rVanAntwerp, a man of industrious 
and diligent habits and one of the largest faTSiers in our community 
ii£S.-._Si,i4HS^ another daughter to Mr. Dodge. In 1846-47 three 
brothers named Kirk, George and JosegTlSKdidiS Le Roy and took 
up their abode at the place now owned by Mr. Noble. They were 
men of worth and highly respected. For a number oTTears the former 
was an exhorter and consistent member of the M. E, church. 



JV1ARKLE. 

,, 'iSa^^i^E^e, as he was called, came to Le Roy township about 
the year ISW aSTsettled down on what is now the Ardery farm a 
little west of ,Beck;s ^Corners. Mr. Markle was a veteTaH^tbe war 
of 1812. He was not only a good soldier, but an upright citizen and 
devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church. His son Jesse 
was a volunteer in the civil war and is now engaged in his busTSii? 
profession in Clinton, Wis. His good wife is a sister to Mrs M M 
Oppedahl of this township. — 



CRAMER. 

There is just one more name before we close, and that Is the 
name of Cranoer. About the closing days of the forties, two brothers 
named Cramer, Willia m and _^ac, settled in the township The 
former made a home where Mr._Burke now lives, and the latter where 
'^e-M£Collum home stands. Both w.ere faithful members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and at one time filled the office of both 
steward and leader. _Isaac_still lives in Sharon, Wis., widely known 
by a large circle of friends. Mrs. Alex. Klumph, spoken of already is 
sister to the Cramer brothersT —-^ 
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And now we come to the end of our tether as far as Riair,^ i 
oopcerned. If we had time we wnuld m.-^ t„ „ Blame Is 

fifties and <;ivtie= t i "^^ *° ^° °° take in the' 

fifties and sixties In doing so we would meet with the names of 
those men of genius, intellect and integrity who h^vl rT^t , u ,1 
up, but maintained the honor and reputation of lI%ov . ^ 
Families like that of Schellenge r. S Slis Hunt Bird p'""'.'- 
Baile_y, Mamett, Reser. - H azlewoo d ITdS iik ' 
others most of ^ aT^ToS^ ieF^-Zr^^oT^^ tTe socTal 
and philanthropic world, but in the service of their countrv as wel 
as taking a prominent part in the affairs pertainin- tn th» Z 1 
TO say ail wo would like to say about thesc'mS.Tnd oth ^s nsS 
ot writing a booklet, we would want to write three or fm,r hnni.= ^ 
would require two or luree years instead of t^e few weeS a ouJ 
disposal for the work. So we must be content to draw^hrifne without 
intruding on the year "fifty." Perhaps some timeTn the future we 
might enlarge or continue the work, and bring to light the many wlo 
deserve a place upon the historic roll of fame 

BUILDINGS. 

As has already been said, the first house built around Blaine was 
erected by the WrightJroJMrs. A glance at the photog aph eTs^ 
where will show that the log cabins built then were not just what ht 
homes today are The writer has been informed that he clbtas of 
old were generally put together without a nail. The lumber was 






THE SHARON HOME OF MIkAKU_MRSJQfVEPH E. LILLET 
FORMER BLirNE~KHf5Eij%-^-^™^ 

-rom-e7'..°d 'i'"'!^'^^ --""SWy dressed with the hatchet, pigeon- 
rhro.^h T together, and then to keep the light from entering 
through any place but the window or what they were pleased to can 

there" iTs ^'h' ''^'"^^'^ TlSsTaTs 

there was rather an ingenious device 'for locking and unlocking the 
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RESIDENCE OF A. W. GOODALL 



doors. A piece of string -nris tied to the wooden latch inside then 
passed through a hole in thw door to the outside. This served two 
purposes; it gave acimittance from the outside, and then at night 
when the string was drawn in the latch served as a bolt. That is 
when a bolt was necessary, which was seldom, for in those days it 
would not encumber a robber very much to carry off all the furniture 
money or personal proi>erty that was to be found on Round Prairie' 
A glance at the home of Mr. and .Mrs. William Goo dall will show 
how we have prospered in the way of making homes. This beautiful 
structure stands close to the place once called "PaHsglCorners " a 
little more than a mile east of the church. It irit^^^^T-oTmany 
houses in the locality and has been fitted up with library, bath-room 
steam heat, acetylene gas plant, telephone, as soon as possible and 
every modern convenience. Mr. and Mrs. Goodall have not only 
succeeded in making the insidesuperb, but aTTdStaF their utmost to 




Gibson -V^fi£ht .t3*/2, 

A PIONEER PKAIRIE HoTik""^ " ' 
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beautify the outside. Over one hundred dollars have been expended 
on shade trees alone. These have been planted around the Imn. 
The barn and office houses are first-class and on the whole it is 'ne 
of the neatest and best equipped homes in the county, and one of 
which Mr. and Mrs. Goodall may be justly proud. 



THE CHURCH. 

^he first and only church ever built in the township was erected 
by the Methodist Episcopal Society in the year 1861-62. As far back 
as 1838 a Methodist society was formed in Round Prairie. The place 
of meeting was in an old log school-house a little east of the Beck 
C orners, opposite the Conyes iarm, where Mr. L. Durley now resides." 




THE BLAINE METHODIST CHCKCH 



At that time Round Prairie was included in the Rockford circuit, 
which took in Beloit, McHenry, Richmond, Crystal Lake and Belvidere! 

But in the following year, 1839, the circuit was divided and Blaine 

found itself joined with Crystal Lake. On November 4, 1839, the first 
quarterly conference of the Crystal Lake charge was held at Round 
Prairie. John Clark was present as presiding elder and R. P. Streeter 
was secretary. ..Cja^SiaEles, Uj;lah_Cottle. J onathan"MuIS ^Wm. 
^■ai^' Z£2i!y_SlSi5£. iWalkup, and R. K.':Hir?di;^SF5~5?i?enTIt 
the conference. Round Prairie reported as quarterage during the 
year sixty-four dollars. The members at Round Prairie in 1S39 were 
>g j ^- Str eeter, wife and mother, Gibson Wright, Ji,D^a^n, R. C. 
ij£i£y' Sa,K;_Hurd, and the year afFer, Benjamiii and Elijah Bowmam 
In 1842 the appointment was attached to Belvidere"w^ith~RevrX 
BUnchard as preacher. In 1S41 the Hovey school-house was buTrrtTiS 
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lumber hauled from Chicago and the preaching place was moved 
there. About 1845 an appointment was made at Union Comers, now 
Blaine. In 1859 it was made a separate circuit with Rev. "W. R. Irvine 
as preacher. The following year Rev. A. D. gieMl^ira^^j^oIn^^ 
the charge and to this worthy preacher we are indebted for the 
church of today. It seems that five years previous to this an effort 
had been made to build a church, but the difficulty of deciding on 
the location caused it to fall through. At that time Parks' Comers 
were struggling against each other for the supremacy .~Final'iy7 Union 




Corners became the most prominent place, and here in 1S62 the 
present church was erected. It is 30x42 and at that time had a 
small vestry at the north end. The building cost ?1,195 dollars and 
■was dedicated tiyJS£^_A;__P^iead, of Rookford, who preached from 
the te.xt, "Upon this rock," etc. "It was opened free from debt and 
the ladies raised the money for furnishing. Since that time many 
changes have taken place, both in the building and In the congre- 
gation. It has often been said that the churches of our cities and 
towns are fed by the country, but I think there is not a countrj- charge 
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in the state of Illinois, or perhaps in ten states, that has done more 

La'st sLX'Ttf"' °r "^"^ Blaine has done 

Last Sunday in the re-opening services held at the church Mr Lillev 
one Of our former members said that quite recently he went to "le 
church at Belv dere and there he counted thirty-five X ZTrl at one 
time scholars In the Blaine Sunday school. For the threl years the 
writer has been on the charge he has been in quite a ew puCs w 
he has yet to go to a church where he did not meet somi one who a 
one time was connected with Round Prairie charge Year by year 
the exodus has gone on. Some of our most wealthy farmers havfng 
become mdependent, rented their farms and have g^e o some 
neighboring town to live. Some have made their homes °u Rockfor 
Belvidere Beloit, Sharon, Poplar Grove. Capron. and some have gone 
even as far as Dakota and Michigan. Only ast ye^r we were 
reluctantly obliged to say good-bye to five whole famuTes whom we 
r.^'^S ''^^ f^^niilies that had been reguMr 

n attendance, prompt with the pocket-book, to the front with every 
forward movement. But notwithstanding the fact that in the dayl 

ZLmZr71!Tn ?T '^'^ gratifying to know 

that still there is a first-class congregation left. The ranks are beins: 
strengthened daily with noble hearts and hands. No sooner do we 
equip men and women for work and send them to the reUef of the 

tfivl n'". ''''''' ^"'"'''^^■•^ ^^'^ recruits who if 

they do not surpass, at least equal in valor and generosity. 

As to the church itself very little is left of the original buildlne 
save the walls. Many times the inside appearance has teen al ered 
thu l V? ^''"^-SaY^§:,5f--Lauck was pastor, both the 

o? siono Tt'wf underwent subsTahliar improvement at a cost 
n Jl r, i ^"'^ papered, fitted with new furnace 

pews new floor and stained glass windows, and now the same bultd 

if thp'Lr'. '''r'''' '^'^'f '° renovating hand 

Leasurirg 36.'^D''\hT w " ^^""-^^ P^-"'"-- ^^'^ ^^itchen. both together 
measuring ibx^o. This was a much needed addition. Heretofore It 

r/nM '° °^ the church as 

mLf LlT^'r". ^"PP^--^- missionary 

mee ings can be taken to the new and larger apartments. Re-opening 
services were held on Sunday. July 19th, and is a day long to be 
ot Z y,T- ^' ''^"^^P'-^^^-^t. 3ey._,S.,Earngey, D. D., presld^fg elder 
of the district, was the speciar preacher. At 10:SoXm. he delivered, 
an eloquent sermon from the te.xt, -He hath built us a synagogul" 
The sermon was a masterly one, greatly appreciated and viry 55-" 
eldT.'" u '^^^ ^"emoon meeting with the presWlng 

ha. hnH fn ^''t.'"'^ °' ""^ '^^'^ ^^^^y '■^sPe^t tl^=it Blaine 

m^n^ L VTu- ^^'^ P""^"^"^' the surrounding towns. 

Si ,Lr. ^^'^ been arranged 

an speaking at this service was of a reminiscent nature. Needless to 

of fT f °^ the past were recalled. Leaf after leaf 

th» , note-books were turned over, endeavoring to recall some of 
the old faces, companionships and blessings of the days gone by 
^wWm^r^s.of Poplar Grove, who is one of the oldest members 
snn^o \ conference, and who spent many early days at Blaine 
wh.fl"^°"' "'^ "worthies and workers," and of those 

Who were connected with the charge in the days of his early ministry. 
^1^°^ Sharon, very touchingly and in a manner that found 
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its way to the hearts of the people, referred to the early days and 
events that shaped and marked out his career in the service of the 
Master. _Mn Joseph Lilley, in a nice talk, told us in a pathetic way, 
about some of the doings, and some of the blessings received while 
connected with the charge of his boyhood. _Mrs, G. M. H, Wright, 
Mrs. S. Adams , Mr. Blake Manchester, also spoke of farmer days! 
The outlay for "Suilding of the addition, painting and papering the 
church and parsonage, etc., cost about six hundred dollars. Prior to 
the re-opening services, ?460 was covered by subscription, and before 
the meetings of the Sunday ended, there was more money than was 
required, and everyone felt happy. Speaking of it in the "Republican 
Northwestern," our local correspondent says: "The presiding elder 
was pronounced the champion money-raiser, doing It with so much 
ease and composure, that no one felt tliat they had lost anything, but 
rather wondered if they ought not to have given a little more." The 
church is now in good repair and is dressed in a fine suit. New 
folding doors have been put in between the auditorium and church 
parlor. These have been placed there through the generosity of Mr. 
John Noble, who not only carries the whole expense, but subscribes 
liberally to the other work as well. So that on the whole, the hearts 
of the people have been cheered, because the old church looks now 
so young and fresh and to all appearance will stand the wear and 
tear of another halt century at least. The trustees and stewards of 
the church at present are: _MrS;__Dr._C. M. H. Wright, Jlrs. :,LKa£le- 
JS^' 2!lLli3:.SSSBPV^ -il-Z^i^lis^'i Mess_rs. I^Ar'Beck!" William' 
^PE''"lL„^iu2l?-P£i??]'' -ybert Hood, WegeJ' Noble, "ftomas WelchT 
Tesse Warren, Frank "DangeTfliTdr^&omas^CM^ and* Joh'n" Hazie' 



MANCHESTER 

When Boone county was organized, the above township was 
designated Manchester Precinct. It lies on the northwest corner of 
Boone county, and is one of the most fertile spots in the state of 
Illinois. Farming is the principal industry and this is carried on in 
such a manner that the skill and energy displayed would not suffer 
by comparison with any other state. One thing the farmers are to 
be congratulated on, and that is, they not only own their places, but 
live on them. Perhaps, in a measure, this is due to the love for rural 
and home life that has been imported by many of its residents. -The 
homes are beautiful, the people kind and generous and their hospitality 
unsurpassed. The northern part of the township Is peopled by a 
settlement of hard-working, industrious and intelligent Norwegians, 
who have succeeded In building up a little colony, and who support 
one of the finest churches in the state. On the south the town is 
protected by an army of faithful and consistent followers of John 
Knox. Argyle and its people are too well known to require any eulogy 
from this pen, but in honor to these brave sons of Scotland, I must 
say, they are a people of whom any country may be proud, and a 
people who have, during these many years, ably and honorably main- 
tained the reputation of their mother land, Argyle Presbyterian 
church has the distinction of uaving the largest country congregation 



in the state of Illinois. The members are faithful, always at church 
on Sunday, rain or sunshine, and are a people loyal to their pastor. 
Their congregation is not only the largest in the state, but the writer 
would venture to say, if he were sure this little piece o£ information 
would not get into the hands of Dr. Pearson, they have one of the 
biggest pastors In the state. I don't mean in stature, though in this 
respect he is not by any means a Lilliputian, but for preaching ability, 
brotherly feeling and catholicity of spirit, we have yet to find his 
equal . Dr. Pearso n, possessing as he does a genial and affable nature, 
and embracing~alT the qualities of a good and beloved pastor, has 
gathered around him an army of workers and church members who 
are able to laugh at impossibilities, and with whom any minister may 
count it an honor to be associated. The first settlements in this town- 
ship occured about 1S36, and the first home-seekers, according to our 
information, were three brothers named Hanson, They came about 




D. S. KELLEY. "A TYPICAL SCOTCHMAN" 



the year 1S36 and settled on the road west of the Livingston school- 
house. One brother, John, made his home where JNIr. Alfred__HanFon 
now lives. This pioneer settler was a man of straightforward and 
upright character; strictly honest, a deacon in the church, and one 
looked up to by all in the community. JV£r._^Alfred_Hanson^ his son, 
is a farmer on a large scale, a dealer in real estaTe, and one active 
In ail the affairs of life. _^ylyea«r_Haiisori, the second brother, settled 
on the place now owned by Tir. D. GHffls.. He was married to Mss 
Whltcomb and as a result oT'tK linion we have with us today,_Mrs? 
Slva^Griffls.^, And then, we have the third brother, Nathaniel, who 
Settled down where Mr. Emerson_ now lives, on the "farm"owned by 
Mr. Livin gston. Mrs. E. W.^ivingston is a daughter, and Mrs. R. G. 
""Ramsey, gHnddaugEteT' of this Mr. X. Hanson. .-— 



CADY, 

Dewitt C. Cady was born in Oneida county, Xew York, in 1S2S. In 
Xovembitr~I32'S^ with his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Alvah 
Cady, he came to Manchester township. Prom" "Xew TorE"* tKey 
"traveled by way of the Erie canal and Buffalo. At that time there 
were no wharves or public landing places in Chicago. They paid 
twenty dollars for a team to take their goods to Downer's Grove. 
Here they left part of the family and Alvah and his brother started 
on foot for ilock River district with only the Indian trails to follow. 



When they got to St. Charles they paid one dollar for one hundred 
friction matches, the first they had ever seen. They stalled in the 
mud on Kite river, near the present site of Rochelle, and had to 
remain in the woods all night, being serenaded during that time by 
prairie wolves. They tried to cross the Klswaukee river at Belvidere 
on the new bridge not finished, and had a narrow escape from' 
drownms m the stream. After much trouble they found their way to 
Manchester and here they made a home. The nearest postofflce at 
that time was Belvidere, twenty-five miles distant. Air. Cady learning 
there was a letter at the office, went nine mi les~to' 'borrow the 
necessary twenty-five cents, and then walked to Belvidere and secured 
the letter. Opening it, he found It was from a partv in Galena 
requesting his vote. Had ^^r. Ca.d.y met the writer and'given vent to 
his feelings, there would probably have been one office-seeker less so 
llr .Q.ady says. 

**''5ewitt„C..Cady was married to Miss.Lavina^Hill of Boone county 
During the civil war he enlisted in Company n'.. Twelfth Illinois 
Infantry. His brother William and cousin Horace D. Cadv enlisted 
at the same time. Mrs. Connelly of Mancherte^'lvas daughter of Mr 
Alvah Cady and sister to Dewitt. - 

RAMSAY. 

No name is better known and perhaps few families have taken a 
stronger hold in the townships of Manchester and Caledonia, than that 
01 Ramsaj.-. James Ramsay can be counted as one of the very earliest 
settkTS, He came to Manchester in the year 1S37 and is of Scotch 
descent. Early in life he enlisted in the -British army and took part in 
the ^ar ot 1S12. For fifteen years he served under the "Union Jack" 
or old England, part of the time In Canada. From Canada he came to 




W. G. RA.MSEY 



Crn «h . '° ^lanohester. He first settled down on the 

timx farm, part of which is now owned by Mrs. Lois Blake 4fter 
a Short time on this place he took up a claim" where Eirnephew Mr 

.^^"^Sy was married to Miss Hannah 
iJiaSrdson, and to them sI.k boys aid four girls were boTn-TEfee oY 
-he Doys were volunteers in the late war, two of them serving through 
the whole campaign. Thqmns. the eldest son, lived for many years 
on the homf farm. Some time ago he retired to Belvidere, and here 
in company with Mrs. Ramsay, he is spending the evening of life' 



'Hl3 son_Joha aow resides on tli4 farm and is an Intelligent and upright 
citizen, as well as an up-to-date farmer. Both his wife and he frp 
members of the Hunter M. E. church. Another son Keuben I Z 
a well imown and respected citizen. James, the secoSd^^wned a 
farm southeast of Hunter and became a man of means L^er h^ 
retired to Clinton, Wis., where about two years agoTe passed awav 
■to the life beyond. Nathaniel nved a little west of Ihe^Mancherter 
■town hall. He was one oflSe brothers who engaged in the chdl wa/ 
He Joined the First Mimzesota regiment and was through the s^gl o" 
Petersburg. WatUceJ, has a record of sacrifice for hfs country tha 
can be equalled by few. He joined the Twelfth Illinois cava ry in 
1861 and served until May, 1866. He was through the struggle at 
Harper's Ferry and to his credit, it may be said he was not found 
amongst those who surrendered on that occasion, but amongst those 
ttat had cut their way through the rebel lines. He was also at 
Gettysburg, the Red River campaign, and then in isl , marched to 
Texas to sound a note of warning to the French. Mr. Ramsay is now 
the owner o a beautiful home In Caledonia townshiFlSdhS? for h,^ 
wife formerly Miss H,.Peters. also a member of one of the earlie t 
families o settle in BSSSTHTunty. William , the third son, who gave 

Ttl°, r'f.^^^- ^ '^^^^nne in the soldier world 
He enlisted In the First Minnesota infantry and was in twenty-two 
different engagements. He was at Bull Run, the seven days' flghf 
Antietam, Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, and last, but not least 
Gettysburg. John, another member and the fourth eldest son died 
some time ago in Wisconsin, ^r. James.. Ramsay had also' four 
daughters, two of whom are livin^aSS7:M;rTrj. Hinton and Mrs. 
£:_HiQton, both living in Wisconsin. —-__„__ 

LIVINGSTON. 



^,r.J^^.^J'°''^ "^""^ ■^ery early associated with the 

Pioneer life of Manchester, iacob^ivingston was one of its first 
fir t hp?l7f r°;^'"' fl^riTn-Sn'thS- affairs of the town. A 
lel v Thf n -"^^^ °^ ^""^^ belonging to Mr. Duncan 1 

.mx- The Livmgston school-house is known all over,'^fi5Fdiri7ed 
us name from this early tiller of the soil. B. W.. a son of Jalob 
who for a number of years lived TTthS 'old TurrounS 
la now a resident of Capron, where, with his son E. M., he carries on a 

arH^i ? °^ ^^"'^ ^""^ ^ell known for good 

lllsltr^l^ Reasonable price. During the time a W. lived in Man- 
schoof h!, \ "'^'^ church. life, especiSny in the Sunday 

wnH.° ' . ^'''^ °^eani2e and establish this important branch of 

TfS , f ^^'^^^^ ^^^"^ stated. Miss Hanson, in whom he found 
Tutt ! i^''' ''^'': ^3^1?i£-il^I.%!i°?IlJr'-was formerly Miss 
J_uttle. She also is a prominent worker in church circles at Cal^.* 

JWILCOX. 

thppf'''""^ """^ twolSI^rr families came to Manchester 

community, but about whom, we are sorry to say. we cannot gather 
tte BHof '^formation One was a_M.n IsaacWllcox. who settfed on 
we place now owned by Mr. Campbell KeiT^T^ 
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GRAY. 

Another of these early settlers -sv-as a Mr. Gray, who settled a 
little west of the Livings ton school-house, onThe north side of the 
road. The place belongs attLe present time to ilr. Dwight Griffls. 

FROST. 

Robert Frost made a claim a little west of the Livingston school- 
house, on the north side of the road. 

HARVEY. 

^SfeS-SLHariej settled on the next place, on the same side of the 
road. The place is now worked by Mr. Robert Kelly. 



CROSBY. 

^^^^ a claim near to the well known Crosbv Springs. 
We are indebted to Miss Alcy Clay of Caledonia, once of~S'anchester 
township, for a beautiful little poem written about these springs. We 
give it on another page. 



WHITC OMB. 

A man named Mr. G. Whitcomb lived where Mr. D. McClean 
resides. ' ~ 



SEQUAH. 

Simon Sequah took up the place now belonging to Mr. Diamond, 
and where Mr. Sauchs now lives. 

HOPKINS. 



Hiram Hopkins lived west of Hunter, on the place now owned by 
Mr. George Ray. Mr. Hopkins was a man of influence and for a num- 
ber of years was justice of the peace. 



SMILEY. 



^ennis Smiley , a son oi. the Emerald Isle, as the name indicates, 
lived west of Hunter, on the place now belonging to Mr. C. Gifford. 

WEBSTER. 

A family named Webster lived right across the road from the 
ctturch, and another family named Wright lived a little east of the 
Corners. ~" 

In those days, although the folk were absorbed in the getting of a 
nome, they were not allowed to forget their higher and better irter- 
erts. To this end there were at least two preachers who worked 
earnestly and successfully. One was ^iLjlussell Brayton, a minister 
or tbe Baptist church, who lived where JI^r^ChSFiii'Bligerstaff now 
ir'®^- 2^- 5S5i°a.was a talented preacher, gave his tTmeTmTTife to 
^e work, and was much beloved by the people. The other was a Rev 
--^i£^?' °- miaster in the Christian church, who labored faithfull}~and 
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unselfishly in his wide and thinly populated district. Amongst other 
old settlers, we have come across the name of a Mr. Bullard, who lived 
where Mr. D. Kelly, Jr ., now resides. He was a~man~with a wide 
knowledge of things and much quoted by others around the place. A 
Mr. Bai-nes lived quite close to where the church now stands. Two 
brothers named _Griffln lived close to Hunter. One brother, known as 
Elder Griffin, lived where Mr. Frank Ball now resides, 'ne was a 
consistent member and earnest worker in the Christian church, 
A_b raham Griffin , his brother, was "closely" connected with the Bap- 
Tist church. 

ELLSWORTH. 

Sherwood A. Ellsworth was born in New York state in 1814, and 
when an infant, was brought by his parents to Bennington, Vermont. 
Here his father died. He remained in the Green mountain state until 
1842 when, accompanied by his wife and family, he came by water to 
Chicago. Prom that city they walked to Manchester, a feat that would 
scarcely be attempted in the present age. He settled down on part of 
the old Ellsworth farm, two miles west of Hunter. Mr. Ellsworth was 
first married to_MJss_lIaria Steel and to them were~bora"Tour~sons, 
Elme r, George, _j6ha and EjjjvijTB. The latter is one of the prominent 
farmers in Manchester; takes an active part in all affairs of the town; 
is 'a faithful and consistent member of the M. E. church, and at present 
It district steward for the Blaine and Hunter charge. In Mrs. Ells- 
worth he has a worthy help-mate, and together they have succeeded'In 
making a beautiful home. J[terw£oJ;_Ellsw^ was married a second 
time to Miss S . J. Sherrgpn of Bennington, Vt Their son Jerome B. 
lived unTil his death on the old homestead. He was married to .Miss 
Caiherine Campbell, sister o f Mrs. I. A. Watts and Mrs. McMillanTo? 
Belvidere, also of _M r ._ D u n c a n_ C a m p be 1 1 of Hunter, and Mr. Archie 
Camp bell of Beloit. To Mr. and Mrs. Je rome Elllsworth~were born 
nine children; four sons and three daughters are still Uving. They 
are: Clarence, Eunice, Fl2£encejJiohn A^ Sta^ and_Ada. 

GRIFFIS. 

Few families in the county are more respected, or have a more 
honored record than the one that aeads these remarks. The namt. 
was first introduced aniongst us by the coming of Owen Griffis, a 
native of the state of V( n.ont. In 1S48, Mr. G riffis settletTonTdaim 
north of the Gray school-house where, tErouih~earnest endeavor, he 
succeeded in Taymg the foundation of the many "Gri ffis" homes of 
today. He was an unostentatious, uiiright, pioneer 'and~a"man of un- 
impeachable character. In early life he was married to Miss Mary 
.§iS£l' ^Iso a native of Vermont. As' descendants of the family, we 
nave today Messrs. Bert and_Dwjgnt_Griffl_s, both well known citizens" 
of Manchester. The former owns one of t"te best homesteads in the 
country. A person has only to look around this place to discover that 
neatness and order prevail in every department. Mr. Griffis was first 
married to Miss Ralston , sister of our worthy ana~esteemed fellow 
citizen. Mr. _Thos. Ralston. To them were born six children; Mary, 
nowJJri.^ gsgopd, Bertie^WilUe , Eva,_ Olive and Owen, twins. Mr. 
.Grigs was obliged to part with his beloved partner in life. Her 
death was greatly mourned by a host of friends. In later years_ilr, 
Griffis married Miss M. Ralston, a member of a noted and mucE 



HISTORY. 



57 



respected .Scotch family. Mr. and Mrs._.Griffls are both most con- 
sistent members of the church, and steady supporters of all the inter- 
ests of their Master's kingdom. Dwigh t, the second son of Owen Griffis 
has also made his mark, not oHTFm^arthly pursuits, biira"li5TS~tEi" 
busmess and church matters of the community. He married Miss 
Hvajjanson, daughter of Mr. Sylvester H anson, already mentioSi3 
Mrs. Griffls is an untiring worker in connection with the M E 
church at Hunter. For a number of years she has been president of 
the L. A. society. She has filled the office of Sunday school superin- 
tendent and other places of importance, and in all these she has been 
indefatigable in her efforts, and is as energetic today as she has ever 
been, if not more so. Mr. and Mrs. Griffis^ have been blessed with an 
ideal family of two girls and four boys. Rena and Lena, twins, Earl, 
JtSiP?' 3^£SSX and Leonard , all becoming memb6"rs~an'd ea'rnest 
workers in the church as they grow up and closely follow in the foot- 
steps of their father and mother. _Miss_Fldelia Griffls Is sister to Bert 
■f'^,f ^"^'^ mentioned. She resides on "tSe^ homesteada^ 

fully lives up to the reputation that surrounds the family name. After 
the death of his wife, _Mr. Owen Griffls married, in later years. Miss 
S3£liSLEllllSM^Si during the past year was called to rejoin her 
husband in the home above. 



ADAMS. 

We are next privileged to write a little about another familv of 
long and noted standing in our township and surrounding dist'rict 
The name_Adams is familiar and well known to all. JDaaLOAdams 
came from NewTork state and settled in Manchester inlhTyeSTIsTB' 
Up until late years he labored faithfully for a home, and in this he 
succeeded. Having obtained a competency he retired some twenty- 
three years ago to Clinton, Wis., where he still resides at the ripe old 
age of eighty-nine. itIl._Adam> family consisted of eight children 
Wllhs, our well known townsman, is now an independent farmer, liv- 
ing a short distance north of the Center schoolhouse. Mrs Adams' his 
esteemed wife, has filled many offices of trust. ArFFes^iSTshe is 
treasurer for the township of Manchester, and is also superintendent 
of Hunter Sunday school. These and other offices she has filled with 
marked ability. .Grace, their daughter, graduated last year from 
Beloit high school. _^lr,,&nd Mrs^_Adams and Grace are all devoted 
members of the M. B. church. _GegTss.%. the lourtTson of David, is 
also a resident of Manchester. He is a well to do farmer living in the 
north of the town, near the Free church. With his family, he takes an ^ 
interest in the services and work of the church, especially la the 
orchestra of which he is a gifted member. The other members of the" 
family are Marrietj, Ira C, Elmer, Clarence, Mrs. J. F. Lindermann 
and Mrs. Youngs, of'HoscoS"^ — — ~ 



LEBRING. 

The above name is one that is well known and much respected 
not only in Manchester, but for many miles around The geneology 
of the maternal ancestors of the Present J|Ir;_Lebring, shows that 
their first representative in America was_Mn_^Wm. Hartwell, who came 
oyer in the "Mayflower." There are now ^iir~^ne"thousand oC 
the name who for the past years have held re-unions at Concord N. H 
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Their patriotism has been shown in the dark davs of warfare Grand 
father Hartwen served as a soldier from Vermont, in the war of 181!- 
and his father .William, faithfully defended the colonies during the 
war of the revolution. The paternal ancestors or our subjec or gi- 
nated in Holland where Grandfather Lebring followed farming pur- 
suits until he emigrated to America. ~ 

In the spring of 1S45, Mr. Isaac B.. father of I. V. Lebrin" moved 
west, and settled on one hundred and twenty acreToTgoveS^'nt land 
in section 2d, Manchester township. He was an upright man, firm in 
his convictions, and a staunch adherent of the principles of t^uth and 
justice. During the civil war, he enlisted as a member of Company C 
Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry. He served with valor for months, but 
while marchmg to Kansas with his regiment, was taken ill and died a 
a farm house in April, 1S62. 

There was a number of children In this familv. Harriet was 
married to_A^Cushman of Shiriand;_Jane became the wife of .Mr J H 
Livingston; Jarah married Willis HoUister of Belvidere,"aSa"Srini 
W'£e of Mil_miierJWefcLSjer. Jsaac now lives in the town JrilKn- 
Chester. The latter has residedUThis life in Boone county He is a 
man of public spirit; has served his fell ow citizens as highwav com- 
missioner and school director, and exerts his influence in behalf of 
those measures that are conducive to the good of the community 



CLAY. 




JOSEPH CLAY 
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Clay%?'?oinh^P?'''^''^- T'^ '"""^^^ remembered than that of 
i=itay. Mr. Joseph Cla^ came to this township at an early date and fnr 
a numbe, oFyi^;rS^rted a healthy influence whereyerhe Sent He 
X '^.^ """^ "'^^"'^ by Mr. Fred Harriett and at one ttae 

made his home near Blaine. Mr.^Cily-h^-SrSiriife taken a de^n 
TZr-l " -r^"-^ -^"-'•^ anFi^oday he is as anxfous as eve? 
about Its welfare. He has been placed in many positions of trust He 

ZZV. T ^ "'^'^^''^ «™ ^"^en'ig many states 

invested by an employers; worth all the powers he required "ir 

Shters"'' "'"'"'^ '° Caledonia in company with his two 



WARREN, 



^ JaiL.Warr_en was born in England and in early manhood emi-rated 

Pnn^r "'f. 7°'"'^ he came to Boone 

county and settled on the border between Caledonia and Manchester 

?urm'-Tfthr,"'''"'' '"ili-Grace, daughter of Mr. WnUam 
DuUam. To th:s union were bom three daughters' aTd^o^Ti^^- 
Anna became Mrs^ejsfi^nis; Henrietta. wi^oOLc^Y TOlin 
EUe^. now wifi-^r much respeoid-and tSli^IiJT^sprp^SsV' 
.^^2^2^^&SS^of Sharon, and Stephen_M. The latter! who owned 
one of the nicest farms in Le Roy-^^T^-Tlyes in Sharon, was one 
o those with whom in late years we were obliged to part He 
always took an active part in the working of the town, and for that 
which was good and in Mrs^^L^JiS? he had an excellent help-mate 
.^i^^Hp-q. who was daughter ofjinjohn Prindle, spent her verv 
best m the interests of the church, and when"7hi" left, Blaine was 
poorer, but Sharon richer. On the farm, at present, Mr. Jesse War- 
ren lives, an industrious and thriving farmer who, witirhTi^dfTfo?- 
™«VJ'_2Ii21.ASaes, daughter of the much loved Vr and 'ilrs 
«Ernc§2n, make an ideal couple. We have also Mr-'^WuTwIJISr 
another son who, with his worthy wife, formerly yuirG^"'^^Ml 
are both examples of all that is good, and st^HTluworte^ of 
church and state. ^r,s^e.sleyNoble, already referred to, is another 
excellent member of the same famHyT 



LINDERMAN. 

^ J:£Sis.2ijyiiderman came to Illinois in the year 1S43 In IS''? 
he took up a claim in Rock county. Wis., but after six years there he 
came to Manchester, where he made his home.- Mr. Linderman \-as 
ather of Bennett and James^ R J^derman, botT noiriTSTn "he 
town of Manchester. The former has a comfortable home situa ed 
a little south Of the Free church, and the latter also owns a fine 
homestead about the same distance east of the church. Both are 
faithful and consistent members of the church and take a deeo 
nterest m a 1 affairs of the town. For some years James F was dls 
^ist superintendent in connection with the state SuTdaT school work 

.Henry Linjennan came to Manchester in the year 1S43 He owned 
klitt l^'.*^^, ^^^P'--^ 1^"' sold out and moved to Illinois. 

•S^ll^? 4:i£5l£F.™an, who married Miss Mary Grant, was son of this 
pioneer and Fred S^ who married jn^rMiEme, is a grandson 
He is a hard working, mdustrioua farmer and hds "Sne of the most 
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comfortable ind modern home<? in th» * 

^I:.J^SBerUj.aerm!^ another very llZ ^^^""^ ^ 



SMITH. 



oldesTllvinrpSeL^of tSToUr^ °- of the 

land to Canada and from thence "^n h« 
years we call Beloit. ^oon afterward h; ..'/°'^ ° 
mines of Galena. III., and inlRil Z J '\ ^ '° J^ad 

married MSlJ^Steele sistr ^/^^^^i^e^ter his home. He 
i^5I2220nimiErMr1liit? and^Irs. 
-and respected citiz^ ^Kliay wi?h ^rrs t •'Jr''. arintelliient 
energy. There are two sons in business f-^l^^T^' °' ^""^ 
old home occasionally. business for themselves, who visit the 



BALL. 



theS^Li^rhrmfdetrr;t'o"Lr.r!,i '° ^^^^•^^ 

home in the town of Manchester. Mr John S hf. '""'^^ " 

nicely situated on a good farm a-^wT^H^ ^' Present 

schoolhouse. He is aTan larTely conne^?e^^^^^^^^ '""'-^ 

of the town; fills the office nf Lhnn? 7 busmess affairs 

trust. His son Fred lives in tL t .T^' "^^''^ P'^^^s of 

formerly Miss B Ray ab,y Toot a^rr^r .^™ ^''^ '^'^ ^'f^- 



WARD. 

York state, afterwardrgoing to Canada Z IJ""'^^ ''''^^^ ^^^^ 
west and settled in ManSer whTrt h' \ I 
Ward was an inoffensivf upright citizen and in m"" ' 
won for himself a large circle of fWpnl S- "^'^'^^ 
on the old homestead eLrof HnntPr ^"'^^^S.d- who lives 

is an extensive farlr aV/ ll£ aflL'hTr. °' '"^^ 
ability To Mr and \rr. Warn - l. u business with tact and 
sons and tU^l^g^—^- ''''"^''^ ^^^^ been born, five 

any taLTLT: b'e^en ler:urit't:°n'ot°L°e" ^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ " 
because we do not know orthim Thf writ Intentionally, but 

BUILDINGS. 

The first school in the distriSF waTtaught by Marv wifA nf m 
Horace Campbell A nrivnto i,«„„= "'-iiiary. ^^HS °f ^r. 
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THE CHURCH. 

Jewett instituted a class wTlilam Tn^-'^^-r^^y^'' ^^^^ 
Sl.Wood| were the act ;e-^S?r^S' ^^^S:^^^^ 
in pri^ Houses and soliLrroSs L t i .hi ^^"^'^'^ ^^^'^ 

was built. This was accoSish^dTl^sz '^t' tf/T'''°?,'^' '^'^'''^'^ 
Cormaclt was aoDointpri 7 ' "® ^'^^^ I^ev. J. M 




THE HUNTER METHODIST CHURCH 



?i'"hgmrj;f3%^nCe\rra°.^''^ °^ ^'^ 

tional. The church was or^^nLT to ?200 addl- 

aedicated on Dece'n,hr 2^89 ^ hy R v W% "H^'h^ '''' 
elder of the district The totm ^^c^ ■4"- -'-- S^Sht, presiding 
was about ?3,200. There is now i^^n chSr^h, 'sheds, etc! 

gregation o? lamest a^d devoted worshiBoe ^V.^'i'^ ^ 
Aid and Epworth League al I f n Z • ^ ^"""^"'^ Ladies- 

Hunter coSbiii: make a ver) desirable .'h"'' ^'^'^ 
wants a good opportunity and is not Ifr.M ^"'^ P^^'" 
stewards and trustees are Mrs ^ aL ^'^^^^^ 

-^charlHewtrdi^JbSn-^-^^^-^^^^ ^iSi^S' i^^^^' 
Walter Church. ' -^^^ and 



